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For he remembred his holy Promiſe, 


5 and Abraham his Servant. 
I N this imperfett world we ſhall be con- 
4 1 tinually liable to fears and diſtreſſes. We 
= ourſelves are naturally weak, indigent 
2 creatures ; and our Sins have exceedingly mul- 
7 tiplied our wants and neceſſities. In ſuch 
? circumſtances, no wonder, if it has employed 
the Wiſdom of all ages to find out a cure for 


1 rief; ſome ſhelter from every riſing ſtorm. 
{ 1 2 after all our enquiries, we can find no- 

thing like Religion to ſupport us; to leſſen 
; every burthen, or give ſtrength to him that 
4 bares it. The ſuccours of Grace are mighty; 
5 and can fix us in the midſt of Alarms. 

The P/almiſt acknowledges the ſtrength of 
thoſe principles, declaring be bad fainted, un- 
., he had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the 
; Lord in the land of the Iiving*, The Prophet 
likewiſe, in an extraordinary circumſtance, 


ſuppoſes himſelf in a Scene of Univerſal dif- Yo 


ö treſs, Although the ji ig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 

F neither ſhall fruit be in the Vines, the labour 
1 A 2 of 
4 „%% fin „ 
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of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield 
no meat, and there ſhould be no herd in the 
Hall, though a proſpect of ruin ſhould pre- 
ſent itſelf from every quarter, yet, ſays he, I 
| will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the Ged of 
| my Salvation®, © 
Whatever ſad and gloomy apprehenſions 
ſome prejudiced Perſons may have conceived 
of Religion; yet it was deſigned to be a Spring 
of Comfort to God's People. It would che- 
| riſh thoſe kind affections, which might ren- 
der them Eaſy ; and offer thoſe healing con- 
ſiderations, as ſhould ' ſupport and ſatisfy. 
The Scriptures were written with the ſame 
| view ; by Promiſes, Encouragements, and 
1 Examples, to let them ſee, what God has 
| + gone, and will do for them, that through Pa- 
tience and Comfort of the Seri Ptures they 1 m bt 
have Hope *, 
In this Pſalm you will find a ads 
commemoration of God's mercies to the 
Children of J#ael, from the time of their 
great anceſtor Abraham, to their ſettlement 
in Canaan, The ground of thoſe mercies 
you have in the Text, namely, the Faithful- 
| neſs of God in punctually fulfilling his Pro- 
| miſes. Heremembred his holy Promiſe, and Abra- 
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bam his Servant, q. d. All thofe inſtances 
| © of God s Care and Goodneſs before recited : 


your 


| * Habbak. ili. 17. 18. 8 Ila. I. 1. John xiv. 1. 
Rom. xv. 4. | 
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to defend our invaluable Rights 


and Security of bis People. 5 


« your ſupports and deliverances, are in 
© conſequence of a gracious Covenant, which 


* God made with your Fathers: Not from 


any deſerts in you ; but, of his free mercy, 
he engaged himſelf to take you under 
« his protection, and lead you to this Reſt. 
c This you ought to obſerve, to awaken your 
gratitude, and to encourage your duty and 
t dependance on this Faithful God. That they 
« might obſerve his ſtatutes, and keep his laws, 


<( V 4 ” 


A 


* 


cc 


A 


* 


It pleaſes God to ſuffer us at preſent to 


come into circumſtances, wherein danger 
alarms us, and may. juſtly do ſo, conſider- 
ing, all that is valuable to us, as Men or 
Chriſtians, is boldly attacked : conſidering 


that the ſucceſs of our Enemies muſt end in 
the total ruin of our happy ſettlements, In 


ſuch a conjuncture we have need to recollect 


our Principles and Supports, that we may 


arm ourſelves againſt fear, and let the world 
ſee, that, in dependance upon God and his 
favour, we have the reſolution and courage 


From the 


words I would conſider, * 
| I. , . . The comfort which ariſes from 
the promiſes of God. 8 
2... What ground of dependance we 
have that he will remember them. 
3. . I would conclude with ſome re- 
flections ſuitable to this ſubject and 
Providence, VLö4.dh 
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ING £ TA conf, der the comfort * 


ariſes il, the Promiſes of God. This, I doubt 


not, will appearſuch, as to deſerve the character 
the Apoſtle gives them, of being exceeding 
great, and precious Promiſes ; great in their 
Object, precious in their influence and ten- 
dency, to nabe us, partakers. of the Divine 
Nature*, As ſomething Good is always con- 


tained in the notion of them; ſo the joy 


and comfort reſulting thence, will be in pro- 
portion to the apprehended Good. To give 


this conſideration its juſt weight, we muſt 


remember, that a Promiſe is a Free and volun- 
tary declaration of the Perſon making it, and 
8 75 to the wants of him, who receives 

Conſequently, we could have no ante- 
metry right to what is promiſed ; and yet 
our circumſtances were ſuch, as to want this 
relief, We were fallen, degenerate, and frail 


creatures, and ſtood in need of. ſome Encou- 


ragements to raiſe us up to God, We wanted 
ſomething, that might create in us an Hope 
and Confidence towards him. He has done 
this for us in his Promiſes, and would there- 


by obviate all diſcouragements, which clog d 


our duty and return. It is ſufficient to my 
preſent deſign to take notice of ſome of thoſe 
Promiſes, and ſhew their ſuſtaining power 


under diſreſſes of life. 


8 2 Pet. i. 4. 


and Security of his People. 7 
i. . . Good Man has the hope and com- 


ort ef a Particular Providence concerned for 


im. It muſt fill us with the moſt gloomy 
apprehenſions to look upon all Events neceſs 
ſary, or fortuitous, We muſt then think our- 
ſelves in circumſtances, wherein we could 
neither help ourſelves, nor look abroad to 
any friendly Power for help. What per- 
plexity, what dejection muſt this throw us. 
into? Surrounded with infirmities we can- 
not remove, ſubject to wants we cannot ſup- 
ply, and ſurprized with dangers we cannot 
avoid. What is ſuch a Life, but a dark line 
from one end to the other? But this is our 
encouragement, The Lord reigneth; the whole 
world is his Kingdom, let the whole Earth re- 
joice, let the multitude of Ifles be glad thereof *,. 
He governs all things without difficulty or 
confuſion; without diſturbing the original 
frame of Creation : governs by retarding or 
accelerating the influences of the Natural 
I/orld ; by impreſſions on the Hopes and 


fears of the Moral, ſo that our dependance 


here is neither vain, nor doubtful. 
The intereſt of Good men is very great in 


this ſupreme Kingdom. The righteous Lord 


loveth righteouſneſs, and bis countenance doth 


behold the upright s. What joy muſt every 


ſuch reflection yield, that we are under pro- 
tection, and nothing can befal us without 
Cen | permiſſion 


* Pla, xcviii. ts 5 Pſa, xi. 7. 


4 quien the Expediency of the Conduct. 
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rmiſſion from above; that we and every 


creature are ſubject to a Superior Power, and 
muſt yield up all our influences to his com- 
mand. I a poor, frail, impotent creature, 
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am unequal] to many formidable Evils, 


c have not that forefight and caution ne- 


ceſſary to my own preſervation ; but this 
is my comfort, I am ſurrounded and guard- 
ed by an Almighty Providence. An Eye is 
ever open, that looks into the darkeſt re- 
ceſſes, and beholds eyefy latent miſchief 


about me. Thus ſupported, why ſhould 
T indulge thoſe uneaſy fears and apxieties ? 


Can I rely upon any friendſhips with ſa 


much ſecurity as here; or be at a better 
diſpoſal than this? Whatever calamity 
reaches me, I am now ſatisfied it muſt 
come by a divine Ordination. Miction 


* ſpringeth not out of the diſt*“; but is 


under direction, and ſent for ſuch wiſe 


purpoſes, as the Supreme Governour de- 


ſions. Both the meaſure and the bounds 
of it will be ſettled by him, and where 
God is the Manager, I have no reaſon ta 


5 CO” Good man has the hope of divine 


ſtrength and ſupport in bis affh ation. God will 
be ſo preſent and communicative to his People 


in their ſufferings, that they ſhall not fail in 


. pes 
> Job v. 6 , 


> : 2 > 
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and Security his People. 9 


patience and fortitude. My Grace is fþ ſufficient 


for Thee, for my ſtrength is made ber fecti in 


weakneſs. This is the power of Chriſt reſting 
upon them.. All which is fully contained in 
the promiſe of the Spirit, to be a guide and 
comforter to the People of God, in all ages 
of the Church. Never was the Spirit ſo 
fully aſſured, and ſo effectually given as in 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation, for which reaſon 


it is called the Miniſtration of the Spirit. 
The Spirit was not only given to communi- 
cate Powers and Gifts of an Extraordinary na- 
ture, for awakening the attention of Man- 
kind, and ſupporting the Authority of thoſe, 


who. firſt diſpenſed the Goſpel : but kkewifo 


to aſſiſt a gracious and happy change in the 


Heart; to be an active principle of life, 


firength and joy there; and diſpoſe it, con- 


gruous to its rational nature, to every branch 


of Moral Goodneſs. For this reaſon, 1 appre- 
hend, it is called fo often the Holy Spirit, and 
his fruits repreſented as ſo many Divine Vir- 
tues, in all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
So the Apoſtle expreſly, the fruit of the Spi- 
rit 1s love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 


refs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance m. 
This is the Spirit of might, and conſolation, 


that excites us to our duty, opens the heart 
to light, helps our infirmities, quiets our fears, 
and revives us in the hours of ſadneſs, 


| B . . 
12 Cor. xil. 9. * 2 Cor. iii, 8. Eph. v. 9. » Gal. b. 22, 
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Is there any reaſon for our dejection, when 
we have ſuch a reſource of comfort ? Is not 
the Grace of God ſufficient for us, as it was 
for the Apoſtle, when he had in the fleſh no 
reſt, without were fightings, within were fears? 
Nevertheleſs, God that comforteth thoſe that are 
caſt down, comforted him. Will He not ren- 
der thoſe, who truſt in Him, ſuperior to the 
moſt formidable Evils ? Recolle& the cou- 
rage and ſufferings of the Martyrs. How 
nobly did they go through the fiery trial ? 
How ſteadily did they view Death in all his 
dreadful forms? Though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of Death, not run thro” 
as one affrightned, but gentiy move on to 
take a leiſurely ſurvey of all its objects of 
Horror, Iwill fear no Ei. Whence this 
preſence, this conſtancy of mind ? It was from 
above Thou art with me, thy rod and thy 
alf they comfort me, Thou wilt ſtill like a 
kind ſhepherd defend the object of thy care. 
Thus God has laid up ſufficient ſtrength for 
us in the promiſe of the Spirit, and we may 
go to the throne of Grace, and aſk for a ſup- 
ply ?: we can do it in this confidence, that if 
we aſk in ſuch a manner, as thoſe do, who 
aſk for what they want, and deſire to uſe it 
to the purpoſes for which it is intended, we 
. ſhall receive. Thus reinforced with Divine 
{uccours, what need we be caſt down? No— 


| | ade 
2 2 Cor, vii. 5. 6. »Pſa. xxili. 4. ? Heb. iv. 16. 


and Security of his People. 11 


we may boldly ſay, the Lord is my helper, and 


J will not fear what man fhall do unto med. 


Such need not fear, for the Spirit of glory and 


of God reſteth upon them. 


Ill. . . . The Good Man has this further 
hope from God's promiſe, that his trial and 
fiction ſhall one way or other turn to his be- 
nefit. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as a thing 


not to be doubted. We know that all things 


work together for good, to them that Iove God* ; 
1. e. they will be ſo diſpoſed and over-ruled 
as to miniſter Good to us, to be the occaſion 
of ſome real advantage. 

We may not preſently diſcern the way in 
which this will be brought about. Appear- 


ances may be dark and diſcouraging ; may be 


ſeemingly contrary to the promiſes we rely 
on : but that ſhould not tempt us to think 
our caſe deſperate, or ſhake our Faith. We 
know that God's thoughts and ways are not 
as ours, We know, He cannot miſtake his 
aim, or be perplexed in his operations. And 
therefore when thoſe contrary motions puzzle 


us, we ſhould conſider they may be all regu- 


lar and neceflary to bring on the happy event. 
God's dealing with his people is many times 
involved with clouds and darkneſs, he brings 
them to the very duſt, and ſeems to leave 
them there to wait the laſt Extremity, and 

B 2 then 


1 Heb, xiii, 6. * 1 Pet. iv, 14. ( Rom; viii. 9. 
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| | then manifeſts his Power and Goodneſs in 
16 their Salvation. Thus from a mean, deſpiſed mW 
1 condition they have riſen to ſome dignity. vil 
._ Tho' ye have lain among the pots, yet ſhall ye 4 
ih be as the wings of a dove covered with fihoer, 1 
| and her feathers with yellow Gold. | 
il Our Fears and Afitions ſanctified to us, 9 
ii will be matter of Joy. © I was, perhaps, A 
ll t too ſecure, and ſinking apace in the life and 7 
il power of Religion, under the very forms 1 
it! « of it, This alarm was very uſeful to put 5 
[i ** me upon a recollection of myſelf, I was, | 
| | <« jt may be, too Earthy, too fond of my pe- 
= e riſhing Treaſures, till I ſaw my precarious 
WO d tenure. I was, probably, defective in Faith, 
i „ Patience, Humility, or Brotherly- kindneſs, 
1 « and am thus tried, that I might be improved 
| e in thoſe Graces.” When good men con- 
il fider their afflictions in this light, they have 


reaſon to acquieſce in them; as teſtimonies 
of God's paternal love and care. Shall I 
« be diſconcerted and uneaſy when God, my 
« heavenly Father, takes a method to purge 


A 


bak * * 
— — 
— —— . — - — 2 
* a * 
—— — — 
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jill © me from my droſs, refine and exalt my 
Il « Virtue, and prepare me for diviner enjoy - 
iff « ments. If God pleaſe to afflict me, his 
il « will, not mine, be done. His Will, I am 
[li 46 ſure, is good, and wiſe, and profitable. 8 
ii He choſtens us for our profit, that de mi 0. ig 
lil be fartakers of his Holineſs . And this ac- 3 
| counts 
| Pſa, Ixvili. 13. « Heb, xli. 10. | 1 
i J 


and Security of his People. 13 


counts for that ſeemingly harſh Expreſſion, 
which at firſt glance looks as if it maked pain 


a pleaſure, and diſtreſsful temptations Ele- 
gible; no, we cannot put off the ſenſe and 


feeling of Human nature: but when our 
trials lead to ſubſtantial advantages ; when 


they are the means of our ſafety, and the 


happy occaſions of Exalting the grace and 
ower of God, in this view, wwe may count it 
all Joy, when we fall into divers temptations”. 


© This is a Principle that ſhould miniſter to 
the People of God ſtrong conſolation, that by 


the Covenant of Grace, an intereſt in all Events 
is ſecured to them: the world, life, death, 


things preſent, and things to come, all are 


theirs*, © Rejoice in this, O ye Righteous, 
e that Strength is laid up for you equal to 
* your burthen ; or deliverance when that 
« burthen lies too hard.” For God is faith- 


ful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able to bear, but will with the temp- 


tation alſo make a way to eſcape ?. 


iv. . . . The Good Man has the hope of 


Eternal life, when he leaves the preſent world. 


This is eminently the Promiſe which be has 


promiſed, even Eternal Life*, And that, be- 
ing always taken in a good Senſe by the ſacred 


Writers, muſt ſignify a perfection of Happi- 
neſs. A boundleſs Joy lies before us, to crown 


our 


W Jam. L 2. &c. $ 1 Cor, ii. 22. Y I Cor, X, I 2. 
* 1 John ii, 25, ; 3 | 
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14 Gops Promiſes the Comfort 
our Piety and Virtue; to reward the labours 
and ſufferings of the preſent ſtate. Such an 
Happineſs as will extend to all the intereſts 

of Soul and Body. The Bady laid in the 

duſt under the marks of mas, ery diſho- 
nour and corruption, will be raiſed with im- 
mortal vigour and beauty: the Soul, ſubject 
to grief, error and fin, will be fixed beyond 

ll the reach of all temptations, be perfect in holi- 

0 neſs, and immediately poſſeſſed of God, as its 
everlaſting Portion and. Treaſure. The Hope 
of this is ſet before us, that we might have 

Atrong conſolation *, In View of it we are 

| warranted 70 fay to the Righteous, it ſhall be 

| well with them. However they may fare 

| here, tho obliged often to hang their Harps 

| on the willow trees, and fit down penſive to 

i bewail ſome. private or publick Calamity, yet 

i it will not be always thus. The important 

day is coming on, when all will be well with 

| them ; a day without a Cloud, a day without 

| an Evening cloſe. Should not this ſuſtain us 

| and bare our ſpirits up ? 

Do we labour under bodily pains, and 
ſhould it not revive us to think, that we are 
going to a place, where there is no piercing 
groan, or falling Tear? Are we inſulted and 
deſpiſed, tis but a little time, and we ſhall 
be more honoured and diſtinguiſhed than 
the greateſt Monarchs on Earth, whoſe 
CIOWNnsS 
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crowns and thrones, and pomp of majeſty 
are but feint images of future bleſſedneſs ? 
Are we in great fear and diſtreſs under the 
apprehenſion of a danger, which threatens 
all that is valuable to us; let us compoſe 
ourſelves to our duty, we are going to a 
world of peace, where no alarms can reach 
us; and where no accident can diſturb that 
Perfect calm? We are going to that World 
where our uſeful labours will be recom- 
penſed ; where our lives, devoted to the 
ſervice of our Country and Mankind, will 
be reſtored, improved and honoured with 
diſtinguiſhed crowns . Thoſe afflictions, 
thoſe ſtruggles with unrighteous Power, 
which are but for a moment, will work out 
for us, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory ©. OR 

What a fincere joy mult riſe out of thoſe 
reflections; enough to make us bold in duty, 
cheerful in Suffering, and great in the laſt 
Extremity of Nature. The hope of this 
immortal Happineſs, will be our Pole: ſtar 
to direct us in the darkeſt night; our fare 
anchor to keep us ſteady in the midſt of 
ſtorms. The Apoſtle ſaw and felt it a re- 


ality, 


. 

© Sed quo ſis, Africane, alacrior ad tutandum Rem- 
publicam, fic habeto : omnibus, qui PATrRIam con- 
ſervarint, adjuverint, auxerint, certum eſſe in coelo 
definitum locum, ubi beati aevo ſempiterno fruantur. 


ic. Somn, Scip, 3. 


22 Cor, iv. 17, 
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for which cauſe we faint not 
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ality, and confeſſed its ſuſtaining power, 
while we 
look at the thi ng which are not ſeen and Eter- 
nal ©, 

Such, then, are the Promiſes offered to 
us in the Word of God ; ; deſigned for the 


comfort of God's People; given them, to 


ſmooth the face of affliction, and ſweeten 
the nauſeous draughts of Life. Is there any 
among you, that feareth the Lord, and obey- 
eth the Voice of his Servant, that walketh in 
darkneſs, and hath no Light? Let him truſt 
in the name of the Lord, and flay upon bis 
God *. —1 proceed, 


II... . To ſhew qohat ground of dependence 
we have, that God will remember his Pro- 
miſes. God does not treat us wholly upon 
the foot of Authority, but admits us to 
enquire into the reaſons and grounds of our 
Faith. By this means religious Principles 
are better fixed in us, and our duty becomes 
more truly our choice and delight. The 
proving all things leads us to hold faſt that which 
7s good s. We are called off from other re- 
liances, whether on our own Wiſdom, or 
an arm of fleſh, becauſe they are flattering 
and deluſive; but the promiſes of God are 


a ſure ground of truſt, We ſhall have tea- 


Ho to think ſo, if we conſider, 


s 
+ + S 


22 Cor. iv. 16, 18, * Ifai. J. 10. 53 1 Theſſ. v. 21. 
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and Security of his People. 17 


i. . . . That we rely upon infinite Perſec- 
tions. The Knowledge, Wiſdom, Good- 


neſs, and Power of God are unlimited and 


boundleſs; and extend to the utmoſt poſſibi- 
lity of things. We know what it is to rely 
upon Man, and what encouragement it gives 
us, to think him honeſt, wife and able. 
And have we not much more reaſon to 
rely upon God, who exceeds the beſt of 
men in Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, and All-ſuffi- 


. ciency 7 -.- | 


He is a lover of Truth, and therefore 
we may aſſure ourſelves, that in all his Pro- 
miſes, He ſpeaks what He thinks, His Word 
is a true repreſentation of his mind, with- 


out any deceit or colluſion, It is all naked 


plain Truth, He is perfect in Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding, and therefore can- 
not forget what he has once ſpoken, nor any 
the leaſt Circumſtance relative to it. He 
remembred his holy promiſe to Abraham 
many ages after, He is abſolutely incapable 
of any ſuch weakneſs or frailty, as to loſe 
any of his Ideas. They are ever 1n full 
proſpect before Him, and his all-comprehen- 
ve mind is equally preſent to all the diſ- 
tinctions of duration, paſt, preſent and fu- 
ture. He foreſaw whatever could poſſibly 
affect his promiſe, and conſequently, could 
be ignorant of nothing, which might be ſup- 
poſed a ground for alteration of mind; or 

| EE a icaſon 
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a reaſon why he ſhould repent of what He 
promiſed, He had all things before ' him 
in one clear and open view, and yet he 
„ 

He is one perfectly wiſe and powerful; 
conſequently, no fruſtration of our hopes 
can be apprehended from any defect of this 
kind. Mothers may ſooner loſe all tender- 
neſs and affection for their offſpring; the 
foundations of the great mountains be re- 

moved; Heaven and Earth ſooner paſs away, 
than God's word fail. Here is firm ground 
for our Faith and Hope; an unchangeable 
God. I will venture my Soul upon this 
_ « Security, my God cannot falſify his word, 
* or deny himſelf, However he may think 
* fit to delay, He cannot deceive the Hopes 
* of his People. God is able to do for us 
© above all that we can aſ or think h. 
* Friends may deſert me; riches fly away 
* as a bird on the wing; fleſh and Heart 
« may fail: but God is ftill the fame kind, 
*« faithful, almighty Friend, without any 
te wvariableneſs or ſhadow of turning *. 


ll. . . « Confider how much the honour of the 
Redeemer is intereſted in this affair. Chriſt 
himſelf 1s the Sum and Subſtance of all the 
promiſes. They contain him as their Trea- 
ture; they center in him as their end; they 
9D are 

> Eph. iii, 20. Jam. i. 17. 
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and Security of his People. 19 


are confirmed by him as their ſurety. Al 
the promiſes in him are yea, and Amen 

On the Fall of Man a new conſtitution 
of Mercy was appointed, not only in relief 
to our miſeries; but for a manifeſtation 
of the glory of God, eſpecially his goodneſs 
and faithfulneſs which he has magnified above 
all his Name l. This whole affair is put 
into the hands of Chriſt. So that now our 
acceſs to God, and our acceptance with him 
is only in his Name; only for his fake, and 
through the merits of his Sufferings and 


Atonement. Divine Wiſdom has fixed upon 
this Method of reconciliation, and we ought 


not, and, I apprehend, we cannot diſpute 


the fitneſs of it. We ſhould rather, with 


all humble gratitude, receive God's mercy 
in his own way, and upon his own terms, 


Chriſt is the Way, the Truth, and the Liſe, and 
now, no man cometh to the Father, or 1s ac- 
cepted of God, but by Him ®, Now not a 
bleſſing we aſk, but is granted for his fake ; 
not a particle of mercy we receive, but is 
diſpenſed by his hands. Is not his Honour 
engaged, Zhen, to ſecure the efficacy of this 
Covenant ? Yes He is not only the 


Mediator of this Covenant, to go between 


God and us; but the ſurety, one engaged 
to ſee to the Performance of it. = 
If we look into the frame and diſpoſitio 


of this Covenant, we ſhall obſerve not only 


$54 promiſes 
* 2 Cor, i. 20. Pſal. cxxxviii, 2, ® John xiv, C. 
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promiſes made privileges aſſured; but cer- 
tain Characters drawn to which they are ap- 
propriated, ſuch, for inſtance, as of Saints, 
Believers, the Righteous; Diſciples, the Chil- 
dren, and People of God, &c. Now all, 
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in all ages of the World, who come ap 

to the truth and importance of thoſe Cha- 

racters, are, by the very tenor and grant 

of the Covenant, graciouſly intitled to the 1 

comfort of thoſe Promiſes. % Can I doubt, 1 

« then, whether God will remember his ' 
4 IF 

" holy promiſes? Is not his own Glory con- 9 


« cerned in it? Is not the Honour of his 
© beloved Son? When he ſent his Son 
„ into the World to unfold his coun- 
« ſels, did He not declare himſelf well 
1 pleaſed with him in this undertaking ? 
« And will he fruſtrate the hopes, and 
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ji « ſtraiten the comforts of thoſe, who fin- 
9 « cerely, and from their very hearts, endea- 
bi e vour to be, and do what he requires? 
| | * —— It cannot be. I have by his 


* Grace taken this Covenant for my Sulva- 
0 © tion; I have choſen it for my portion ; 

0 SY have fixed my Heart upon it, and here 
BJ will depend. I have given up myſelf to 


* him on this foundation, and will he leave 


|| 

. de me to fink, and fail? Will he deny me 5 
i, comfort in my diſtreſs, when this is the JF 
Wh e Word in which he has cauled me to 1 
̃ - - hope. 1 would not take it upon me to 1 
WR | preſcribe the lime, the method and mea- 4x 


* 


e in its iſſues.” 


and Security of his People. 21 


te ſure of my comfort, tis my duty and in- 
<« tereſt to ſubmit thoſe things to his ſupe- 
« rior Wiſdom : but his promiſes I hold faſt, 
ce as my integrity, and will not let them go. 
„ The promiſe is as ſtedfaſt, as the Cove- 
© nant; ſure in its foundation, and glorious 


Il. . . . God has been fulfilling bis promiſes 
in all paſt ages, and therefore we may reaſon- 
ably conclude, that he will ſtill go on to do the 


ſame, for per ſecling the Saints, and edifying 


the Body of Chriſt, till he ſhall have fimfhed 
the noble divine Plan of our Redemption. The 
Patriarchs in their difficult travels were ſup- 
ported by miracles and promiſes ; and their 
Poſterity continually rejoiced in their accom- 
pliſhment. Their whole Hiſtory is the Hiſ- 
tory of a Providence ever watchful and ten- 
der of their welfare, This 1s the teſtimony 


which Joſbua gave to the Faithfulneſs of God 
in his time, 


not one thing hath failed of all the good things, 


Ye know in your hearts, that 


the Lord your God fpake concerning you. All 
are come to paſi, and not one thing hath failed 
thereof *. - | | 
Chriſt, you know, was promiſed very early 

to the world. The light and comfort of that 
mercy was gradually revealed, and under all 
diſtreſſes continually offered to the People of 
God as their mighty conſolation, When the 
8 fulneſs 


Joſh. xxiii, 14. 
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fulneſs of God's time was come, He ſent his 
Son on this gracious deſign to deliver us from 
Sin and Milery, and lead us by a new and 
4 living Way to Happineſs. Herein he per- 
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j formed the mercy promiſed to our Fathers, and 

3 remembred his holy Cvenanto. F 
Wat We have many inſtances in the Scripture 
j of thoſe, who have pleaded God's promiſes, 


who have rejoiced in their fulfilling, and re- 
corded their deliverances, as ſo many teſtimo- 
nies of their Faith and Gratitude, David, 
Il Teboſhaphat, Hezeliab, and the Prophets; a 
it cloud of witneſſes from the holy Apoſtles, F 
Martyrs and Confeſſors, who all relied upon 'Y 
God's promiſes in his word, and derived their 
comforts and ſupports from thence. | 

Our own Hiſtory abounds with YE xumoles 
to the ſame propoſe. The Smithfield Mar- 
tyrs, when life was painful, and death ter- 
rible, diſcovered à ſurpriſing fortitude and 
conſtancy of mind in the flames. The ex- 
cellent Cranmer, with a ſteady reſolution and 
noble reſentment made that hand to feel the 'Þ 
firſt pains of Death, which had figned the F 
inſtrument of his weakneſs and fear. The 
Martyrs to liberty in the brave, but unfortu- . 
nate attempt of Monmouth, diſcovered great 
ſatisfaction in their own minds, and encon- 
raged their Friends, as they were dying, in 
the firm Hope and Expociation of 7+ "Bag 

ance, 


— —— — 
<< ” — To 
—_ — 
Pol I oo Pare” Ear 
rn note Ix: Loon ory 
- — — mw — mm 


ECC 
— ems {Re — —— — 
= 


- — — 


= 
wy 
4 
8 
x 
1 
4 
* 
4 
d 
N 
* 
# 
8 
] 
7 
\s 
5 
5 
«2H 
4 
7 
5 
755 
JT 
5 
4+ 
+ 
7 
8 
7 
* 
* 
- * 
Fe 
” $40 
* 
+= 
> 0 
£4 
29 
7 : 
* 
© 4c 
\ 
1ST : 
80 : 
3 
» ad 
1 
2 5 
2 
25% 
"4 3 
"IM 
204 
28 
RY 
4 
3 
$580 
3 > 
+384 
k 
Li 
* 


Ares 


rr 
n r 
> nts DS cis 93 . R : 
* 25 Ss 3 — 3 OS; 
£44 . n K DIE 
333 . r 
r R 
22. ͤ i a TR 
n n . 


RTT 
F 
5 Ca ne Spot gh 
SF BIS TC, 
m_ Ls = Cote ee 2 Eg 
ot OF OE RT TA 


a © 
A 
1 
* : 
Hz 


S. Luke . 72. 


WIS 


I» N . RT ei Re 8 _—_— 
, 3 3 e 


and Security of bis People. 23 


ance. They derived their ſupports, in their 


trying circumſtances, from the word and pro- 
miſe of God?  _ 
Have not our Fathers told us what dange- 


rous conjunctures they were brought into ? 


How they felt the weight of what we only 
fear? The power, the riches, the ſtrength 
of the Nation were in their enemies hands; 
and they were oppreſſed, and bowed down 
to the Earth. They were trampled upon by 
the foot of pride, and the very Laws, made 
for their Safety, were expounded to their 
Diſtreſs and Ruin. Under thoſe dark proſpects 


they cried to God for help, our Churches 


were then crowded with worſhippers ; and 
| ſtated 


»In thoſe times of Oppreſſion, I remember to have 


met with an Account of a Gentleman, (Mr. F— 4—} 


who was an hearty Friend to Liberty, and his Country ; 
but diſcovered, on all occafions, a contempt of Revela- 
tion. He would frequently make the Scriptures the ſub- 
ject of his drollery and jeſt. He happened to engage in 
ſome of thoſe Schemes, which were then fet on foot to 
prevent our ruin from the arbitrary meaſures, that were 
purſued at Court, He was apprehended, tried, and con- 
demned to die. A friend of his went to vifit him in 


prifon, who found him reading in the Bible. He ob- 


ſerving his friend under ſome ſurprize, at ſeeing that 


book in his hand, ſaid to him, „Ah, this is the book I 
have often derided and ſcorned; but it is now my 
« only comfort and ſupport. I can find no ſatisfaction 


«© but here.” He perſevered in this opinion, and car- 


ried his Bible with him to the place of Execution. S0 
differently do men judge of things in their hours of 


health and gaiety, from what they do, when their pre- 
judices are removed, and their fond Schemes are quite 


diſconcerted by a near proſpect of Death and Eternity. 
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ſtated Exerciſes of Religion were- obſerved in 


private. Many earneſt and fervent ſupplica- 


tions were offered to God. God was not 


forgotten, his word, his promiſes were eyed. 


are our Patterns, and our Encouragements. 
Let us plead with their God, and N hope, 
we can truly ſay our God, in owe ich man- 


ner as this: © Are we not, O Lord, the Chil- 


* 


dren of thy Servants, whom thou haſt re- 
deemed? Thy Mercies are of ancient date, 
ce they are /ure Mercies. Our Fathers have 
« told us of thy Salvation, and we would hum- 
* bly hope in the ſame Power and Goodneſs. 
1 remember not againſt us former iniquities. 
8 Help us, O God of our Salvation, for 
« the glory of 70 name d; for the fake of thy 

ancient ſervants, who truſted in thee. We 
cc hope we are ander the ſame Covenant, 

* and would have the ſame diſpoſitions to 


A 


% honcur and pleaſe thee. Spare us thy 
% People, O Lord, and give not thy Heritage | 


* fo reproach. Let not thoſe, who are worſe 


ce than Heathens, rule over Uu; wherefore 
c 


* 


« until thoſe calamities be overpaſt '.” 


If we are fincere in ſuch Expreſſions of 
our Faith and Piety, we may hope in that 


God, who would have ſpared guilty Sodom, 


had 


Pl haix: 8: -. + Joe ii, 17. © Pla; lvii. x, 


He heard and e them. hag, © 49 


ſhould they ſay, where is their God”? Be 
& merciful to us, for we truſt in Thee. In the 
hade of thy wings will e make our refuge, 
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had there been found in it ten righteous per- 
ſons, that he will yet ſpare us for his name's 
fake, and confider us as his intereſt and heri- 
585 une me leave; 


I. 7 conclude this ſabjeS KEY a 


few Relation You ſee the comfort, reſult- 
ing from the promiſes, offered in God's Word, 
is very great; the foundation on which they 
ſtand, is equally ſure. From hence I might, 


3 Ob ſerve the unſpeakable Goodneſs of 


God to bis People, in making fuch proviſion for 
their comfort; as well as ſafety. Sin has, in- 
deed, turned our Paradiſe into a thorny Wil- 
derneſs. It has introduced into Human Life 
a troop of diſtreſſing Evils. Vet God has not 
forgotten, nor forſaken us; but ſtored up, in 
his promiſes, comfort and refreſhment for all 


good men, He is tender of their welfare, 
and concerned, that they might 'paſs through 


this weeping Vale with a decent compo- 
ſure and ſubmiſſion. He eyes them ; He 
loves them, and would have them careful, 
anxious and diſtreſſed, about nothing; but in 
all caſes, by prayer and ſubplication, with 
thankſgiving, make known their requeſts unto 


him. And his Peace, which paſſeth all Under- 
fanding, ſhould keep their Hearts and Minds, 


through C brij Ss . 
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The tendency of Religious principles is to 
make men eaſy and happy. They inculcate 
univerfal Benevolence, which prompts us to 
Peace; they ſet before us thoſe glorious and 
divine objects, which diſpoſe us to ſubmiſſion. 
Our blefſed Lord would add to thoſe his ſe- 
cret bleſſing, which will render every thing 
elſe comfortable, and effectual. Theſe things 
have I ſpoken, that ye might have peace. Fi 
the world ye ſhall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the World. 
'Blefſed be God for this Proviſion and Hope. 
ü. . I might obſerve from hence, bo 
much the promiſes ſhould endear the word of 
God to us. *Tis our faithful counſellor to di- 
rect and warn us; the ſource of light and 7 
comfort, that we through patience and comfort. 
F the Scriptures might have hope ", b 
What eſteem Papiſis have for the Bible, we 
may learn from two things. —— The care 
they have taken that it ſhall come into as 
few hands as poffible, forbidding, under fe- :- 
vere penalties, either the vending and keep- 1 
ing any Edition of it, not licenſed by Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Superiors : or expounding it to a 
fenſe, different from the ſenſe of their Church. H 
—— And then they inveſt Oral Tradition 
with equal authority, and oblige all to re- 
ceive it with the ſame piety and reverence as [2 
the Scriptures*, z.e, they look upon the Bible 
5 „ worth 


» John xvi. 33. Rom. xv. 4. * Conc. Trid. 
Self. 4. decret, de Canon. Script. ib. de Edit. & uſu, &c. 
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worth nothing, without their interpretation, 
and corrupt additions. 


„ * 
7 


* 


I wiſh I could fay that Proteſtants had 
more generally a greater Eſteem. of it; that 
too many, did not look upon reading the Bible 
as 2 ſiggigß a low taſte, and kept it only as a 
book fas children to read in. O Chriſtians! 
I let us value it as the Charter of our Privileges, 
and the meaſure of our future hopes. Let us 
prize it as a Treaſure : a Treaſure which 
thoſe our Enemies, who are now riſen up 
againſt us, would plunder us of. Shall we 
only know its worth by the Loſs of it? O 
that we could derive ſomething of that Plea- 
ſure z that Life; that foretaſte of Bliſs into 
our Souls, which the promiſes contain ! We 
ſhould then, with Jab, Efteew the words of 

God's mouth more than our neceſſary food . 
We ſhould defend it with the hazard of our 
lives, and go with it, if need be, to the very 
flames. Other Books may poſſihly make us 
vain ; at moſt can furniſh us with the Know- 
ledge of Arts and Sciences, à Knaoledze that 
will vaniſh away : but This is able to make us 
Wiſe unto ſalvation*. LD 
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 W. . . . We ſhould take care to apply the 
promiſes in a right manner to ourſelves ; that 
0e might not build on a ſandy foundation, and 
flatter curſelves with an imaginary Heaven. 
8... - op 


80 
Y Job xxili. 12, 2 1 Cor, xiii, $, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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The right application of the Promiſes is a 
very important Caſe, and that, I hope, will 
juſtify the openneſs and freedom, I ſhall uſe 
on this occaſion. There is no room for com- 
pliments in the near views of Death and Eter- 
nity ; this no time for Softenings, when we 
are to prepare to meet our God in the r 
of bis Judgments. 
The promiſes are, indeed, very encouraging; ; 
but there muſt be a previous diſpoſition and 
ualification in ns, before we can take thoſe 
Peangembrſs i to onrſelves. ' Qur caution 
is awakened, and we are bid to fear, IH a 
promiſe being left us of entering into his reſt, 
any of us ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it *. 
. Whence ſhould this doubt and danger ariſe? 
Not, Surely, Rom any thing on God's part. 
It muſt come from ourſelves, from our own 
failing in what God commands and expects to 
find in us, antecedent to his beſtowing ſuch 
bleſſings. What is it then that God aims at in 
his promiſes ? Tt is that we might cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and Spirit, 
rfefting 54 in the fear of God. It is, 
that by theſe, we might be partakers of a divine 
nature, and eſcape the corruption that is in the 
crvrld through luſt © Have they this influence 


upon us? Unleſs we have the real evidence 


and Experience of it in ourſelves, the pro- 
miſes will be as barren of comfort to us, as 
| they are of thoſe Effects upon us. | 

It 


> Heb. iv. F 22 Cor. vil 1. Pet, i 4. 
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It would be a great abuſe of this docttine, 


to imagine the Goſpel no more than a decla- 


ration of God's good will ; no more than a 
ſyſtem - of privileges and promiſes, and that 
all required of us was to believe them. The 
Covenant has its Obligations and bonds, as 
well as bleflings : the promiſe its Condition, 
as well as comfort. And before our Souls 
can find any refreſhment from the one, our 
conſciences muſt bear their teſtimony to the 
other. This is moſt evident in all the princi- 
pal promiſes of the Goſpel, which are directed 


and reſtrained to peculiar characters. Chriſt 
is promiſed to none, but thoſe that believe; 


pardon is promiſed to none, but thoſe that 
repent ; and Heaven to none but the holy and 


righteous. Was the contrary true, Chriſt 


would appear as the miniſter of Sin: Sinners 
might indulge their luſts, and hide them be- 
hind that Croſs, where they ought to be cru- 
cified. Before St. Paul aſſured himſelf of 
the righteous promiſed crown, his conſcience 
could witneſs, I have fought a good fight, I 


have finiſhed my courſe; I have kept the Faith. 


Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 


Judge ſhall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them alſo that love his 
ofpearing *. 


This 


: 2 Tim, iv, 7. 8. £ 
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This way of applying the promiſes is agree- 


able to the whole tenor of Sctipture; con- 


formable to that great end our Saviour had in 
view of redeeming us from all iniguity, and pur- 
chaſing. to bimſelf a peculiar. People, not cold 
and indifferent to; but zealous of good wer ks . 
Conformable to the true notion of Religion, 
which does not conſiſt in the exacteſt _—_ 


ledge, nor in the moſt ſpecious profeſſions 


and forms; vor in being à member of the 
pureſt Church; but in a renewed Nature; in 
the image of God on the Soul; in ſuch a 
conſtant and preſent ſenſe of divine Truths, 
as enters into the very frame of the Soul, and 
becomes a ſpring of new thoughts, defires, and 
actions. Let us apply this to our preſent caſe,. 
In our diſtreſſes and fears we would look 
to God for help and comfort. It is our in- 


tereſt and N to do ſo; but if we live in a 


courſe of allowed Sin, we haye no hope 
there; becauſe ſuch a tate is inconſiſtent with 
the character of God's People. We have 
no more pretenſions to the promiſes, than 
Thraplaus had to all the ſhips * came to 
Athens, . which, in his diſtraction, he laid 
claim to, as his own, Sin is what will ſe- 
parate between us and thoſe good things. 
din inſults the faithfulneſs of God, in his 


promiſe and in his threatening ; neither be- 


 lieves the good promiſed, nor fears the evil 
threatened, Sin makes God a liar 1 in both. 


8 Tit. 11. 14. | 
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In looking to the promiſes for comfort, 
we muſt caſt our Eye firſt on ourſelves. We 
miſt feurch our hearts, and try our ways. We 
muſt examine whether we have walked like 
God's covenant people; in an humble depen- 
dence upon his Providence and Grace; in 4 
ſincere obedience to his commands; whether 
we love him above all, and have choſen him 


for our felicity and portion. Let every man 


prove his own- work, and then ſpall he have re- 
Joicing in himſelf . He ſhall have an inward 


ſpring of joy, reſulting from the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, and the witneſs of God's 


Sood Spirit to the happy change. Neither 
doth this lay the leaſt ground for a pretence of 
Merit in our duties. Between a Creature 


and his Maker the thing would be abſurd 
and impoſſible in the moſt perfect ſtate of 
virtue: becauſe no creature can poſlibly be 


more virtuous and more holy, than he ought 
to be. But it muſt appear much more ſo, in 
an imper ect fate, where every appointment 
is the Effect of Mercy. Where every duty 
is aſſiſted and accepted in the way of Favour, 
and its efficacy and reward are all from Grace. 


So then, if we have been defective in our 
duty, we muſt not think it ſtrange, if we are 
defective in our comfort. The firſt thing vre 
ought to do in ſuch a caſe muſt be to Repent; 
to acknowledge our tranſgreſſions, and im- 


mediately ſet about a reformation. 


ke Gal. vi. 3. 
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Our National Sins are ſuch as call for deep 
humiliation. Our carnal ſecurity, our 
e ſelfiſhneſs, luxury and inordinate love of 


e pleaſures ; the decay of publick virtue and 


<« piety, the impunity of vice, the inſolence 
re of Adultery, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, and 
<< Sabbath-breaking,” are the Scandals of our 
Times, and require publick Remedies f. Let 


thoſe things be reformed, and then, God's 


promiſes will give us light and encourage- 
ment ; then when we pray for the peace and 


proſperity of our Jeruſalem, we ſhall be heard. 
So the Nineuvites humbled themſelves before 


God, in their diſtreſs and fear. Their peni- 
tency was real, for every one turned from his 
evil way, and from. the violence that was in 
his hands; and their threatened Ruin was 


prevented. | 


I inſtead of this we go on to multiply 


iniquity, God can humble us to the very 
duſt, and break that arm of fleſh we rely 


upon. 


Ciceros addreſs to Pompey is very applicable to our 


| Caſe,m— By you, Cæſar, muſt every thing, you ſee over- 


thrown, be replaced; publick juſtice be reſtored ; publick 
credit be revived ; the luſis of men muſt be ſuppreſſed, 
and the propagation of mankind legitimated. Every vir- 
tue, now relaxed and fallen, muſt be enforced by ſevere 


laws. — Omnia ſunt excitanda tibi, C. Cæſgqar, uni, 
quæ jacere ſentis. Conſtituenda judicia,, revocanda 


fides, comprimendz libidines, propaganda ſoboles: 


omnia quæ dilapſa jam fluxerunt, ſeveris legibus vin- 
cienda ſunt. Cic. pro Marcel. 8. 1 
The great Algernon Sidney obſerves, that Liberty can- 
not be preſerved, if the Manners of the People are cir- 
rupted. . 
s Jonah iii. 8. 10, 
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and Security of his People. 


upon. He has told us fo in his word; he 
is giving us the ſame inſtruction m the pre- 


ſent Providence, and his voice, indeed, is fo 


loud, as to draw our meditations after it. 


Me are called upon to repent and reform, and 


if we do it ſincerely, every one for himſelf, 
and all of us from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
from our Heart, God will be with us; we 
ſhall prove onrielves true members of that 
. Church, which is built on a Rock. 

Our Religion is in danger. Have we, in 
time paſt, improved thoſe advantages for 
knowing and doing our duty, which it has 
brought to us? Have we conſidered it as a 
Practical Science, deſigned to govern our 
appetites, paſſions, and behaviour : Or only 
as a mere amuſement and decent Profeſſion ? 
Have we been accommodating our Tempers 
to the Goſpel: Or the Goſpel to our Tem- 
pers? Are we for a Religion without Ho- 
neſty and Virtue ; Zeal without Knowledge ; 
Heaven without Diſpoſitions for it: Or have 
we conſidered and purſued thoſe things in a 
Jo and neceſſary connection? 

Out Churches are in danger of being ſhut 

up; or defiled with the moſt corrupt Super- 
fiition, What regards have we payed for- 
merly to Public? Worſhip ? Have we been 


indifferent in giving thoſe open teſtimonies. 


of our Piety; or inſenſible and careleſs in 
improving the holy Seaſon? 
E . We 
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We are alarmed with the fear of Fo of 


the greateſt Evils, which can poſſibly befall 


us, namely, the oppreſſion of our Liberty, 
and our Conſcience. —— How, and to what 
purpoſe have we enjoyed thoſe bleſſings? 
Have we turned the one into wantonneſs, to 
enlarge our Senſualities; and ſtifled the other, 
to ſet up a more flattering rule of conduct, 
viz, cuſtom, convenience, and pleaſure ! 
lf our Conſciences condemn. us, We 
have juſt cauſe to fear God's anger, and 
have fooliſhly ſtopped the ſources of comfort 


againſt ourſelves; yet, I truſt, not ſo abſo- 


lately, but that a return to God, will open 
a way, through his abundant Ny to our 
ſafety and eſtabliſhment. 

Afii&tions have a ſalutary influence to pu- 
rify the Soul; 7o open the ear to diſcipline, 
and make us wiſe. Fear 1s an uſeful paſ- 
fion to rouſe us out of an indolent temper, 
And to fear or feel the ſad Effects of Sin 


will, many times, ſtrike a deeper conviction 
into us, than the uſual, calm methods of 


inſtruction. Thoſe on hom mercies are 
loſt, Judgments may become effectual. 


It is God's way, and demands our attention. 
If they be bound in fetters, and be holden in 
cords if fiction: Then he ſheweth them their 
work, and their tranſzreſſions that they have 
exceeded Þ. b. It is the Saints ſweet and happy 
Experience, and demands credit, I is good 


for 


k Job xxxvi. 8, 9. 
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for me that I have been afflicted. Before 
Twas affiitted I went aſtray; but now have 1 
kept thy word ®, Whilſt we are under thoſe 
ſenſible impreſſions, tis reaſonable to ſup. 
poſe, we ſhall make a truer judgment of | | 
things. Now is the time for retroſpection. i 


* 
ARID FAG Carr 
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Give me leave, Zherefore, to aſk: | 
What is your Opinion now of Religious ö 
inſtruction in the early part of life? Of the i 
kind diſpoſition of Providence, that favoured | 
your entrance into the world? Of the many 0 
years of Peace, Plenty, and Liberty, you | 


have enjoyed? What of family wor- | 
ſhip and holy walking with God ? Of the 
many Sabbaths, publick Exhortations, and j 
ſeaſons of communion, which are now paſt ? i 
What of thoſe Servants of God, whole {|} 
holy ardor, whoſe melting frames, whoſe ; 
affectionate beſeechings once reached your 
Ears, and touched your Hearts; but are now 
no more? Are none of thoſe hints painful? 
Can you recollect them without regret? 
What think you of ſuch a contraſt in 
Character as this? —— Virtuous in ap- 
pearance: vicious in reality. Complaiſant 
abroad; fierce and brutal at home. Devout 
in the Church: Dead in the family. Zea- 
lous in Profeſſion: Barren in Practice. Where | 
the Grace of God prevails, it forms an uni- 
form Character; it diſcovers a beautiful pro- 


E 2 portion 
i Plal, exix. 67, 71, | 3 ; 
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portion in all views; and is ever more influ- 
enced by the Eye of God, than of Man. 
What is now your real judgment of thoſe 
Scenes of pleaſure, and gay Aſſemblies, 
which have been ſo multiplied of late for 
our morning and evening diverſion, as to 
hazard our Commercaal intereſt? —— What 
think you of French faſhions, and a French 
taſte in dreſs, equipage, and entertainments ? 
Now, when that vain, perfidious Court is fo- 
menting a Rebellion among us, and threat- 
ening us with the CURSE of their Reli- 
gion and Government? The one the moſt 
dangerous corruption of Chriſtianity, as it 
eſtabliſhes Wickedneſs and cruelty upon prin- 
ciple: The other deſtructive to the natural 
rights of Society, as it makes our lives and 
properties depend on Will and Pleaſure. + 
RE. 3 5 Reflections 
+ The French and Spaniards were once as free as we 
are. They had their Parliaments, whoſe concurrence 
was neceſſary to every thing of a Publick Nature. 
They had their Rights and Privileges ſecured by eſ- 
tabliſhed Conſtitutions, which their Kings ſwore to ob- 
ſerve, at their Coronation. Dr, Geddes in his Miſcel. 
Trafs takes particular notice, that the Spaniards, who 
are now the moſt /upid Slaves in the world, had once 
ſach a taſte of Liberty, that in the Kingdom of Ar- 
ragen, the oath of Allegiance was in the following 
form, viz. We, wha are as valuable as you, do make 
Jon our King and Lord, but upon this condition, that you 
fhall preſerve our Laws and Liberties, and if nat, not, 
"Fhis preſerves ſome Idea of their former Freedom, and 
of the Origin of Civil Government. How much is 
the Caſe altered with them ſince? A good inſtruction 
to us, And mcthinks it ſhould move our Indignation, 


> a 9 5 3 ber * 8 s: D. * * 9 N * r as 
= 18 + 4x 4 WAL. "= 3 2 Po tale pen PIES eden 2 U ( ee nd * 1 i 
* 5 8 I = , : FFF A %%%FͤͤXr!.!. 3 hs 3 . n REV 
„„ ES AE Cc EE LE OE . ᷣͤ . dE es ks 5 EY 
; PFF Ban * 4 . . P PUP ces n 0 
” 2 « , 2 — ed x 3 "8 . 
EIS > . * 4 
__ OM . 


and Security of his People. 37 


Reflections of this nature cannot be 


thought unſeaſonable, when we are come to 
pray for the Peace of our Feruſalem, Should 
we not enquire in what inſtances we have 
departed from God, and return ? Reſolution 


and endeavour ſhould follow conviction; or 
we come in vain this day to ſeek God. Can- 


not we diſcern the Signs of thoſe our Times, 


in the decay of publick Virtue; in our fick- 
leneſs and inconſtancy in Religion; in the 
growth of dangerous Errors? Such as weaken 
our dependance on God and his Grace; 
ſuch as deſtroy the Obligations of practical 
Chriſtianity ; ſuch, finally, as inſult the ho- 
nour and authority of Revelation. —— As 
the increaſe of luxury is the Sign of a weak, 


declining State: So the barrenneſs of Profeſ- 


ſion is the forerunner of a departing Goſpel. 


The kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
| thereof *. 5 | | 
If this day we would derive comfort from 
God's promiſes; let us conſider what God 
requires of us to eſcape his wrath; let us 


rend our bearts, and not our garments, and 
turn to the Lord with full purpoſe of Heart, 


and endeayour after new Obedience. I truſt, 


God 


to think of loſing our Liberties, by thoſe, who could 
not keep their own ; by a Nation of Slaves. Let us 


remember they felt- the weight -of our Reſentment in 
2, Elizabeth's Reign, and, I hope, they will not find 
us changed, ſhould they make another Attempt, | 


Mat. xxi. 43. 
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God has 2 an Intereſt | in theſe Nations, which 
he will till regard. , Tho' he may. alarm, 
and humble; yet, I truſt, he will — forſake 


us; rather, that he will be found of us, 
that he will return, and leave a bleſſing. be- 


hind lim * 


8 And 1 FT has laid a Pa 
dation for our comfort and ſafety, and he ex- 


pects our concurrence. We muſt not only 
look up, but look about us. God has made 


us rational creatures, that we might help 


ourſelves, and honeſtly uſe thoſe powers and 
advantages he has given us for our Preſerva- 


tion. And, let me ſay, he uſually gives the 
bleſſings we aſk, when we ourſelves are 
circumſpect and diligent. | 

We are to contend. for all that is valua- 


ble to us: So did our Anceſtors before us, 


and they bravely acquitted themſelves in 
it. Their courage, their ſufferings, their ſuc- 


ceſs ſhould animate us in our preſent efforts. 


Now, let the world ſee, that we have the 


gratitud: to value ; and the reſolution to de- 


fend the purchaſe of their blood and trea- 


ſure. 


The Bible is the Kel of Proteſtants : 
Our light in darkneſs, our comfort in afflic- 
tions, our direction to Heaven. Liberty 
is the glory of our Nation, the ſecurity of 


our Lives and Propertics, the ſource of our 


Riches 
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Riches and Strength, and the envy of all 


the World. Thoſe bleſſings our Enemies 


would deprive us of, and bring us back to 
that De our Fathers were not able to bear, 
viz. Popery and Arbitrary Power, No doubt 
they hope to find their account in us, and 
their hopes are very ſanguine. Our Trea- 
ſures, our Abby-lands are ſweet plunder. 
They have their Records, and their Rent- 
rolls ready to produce, to direct to the ſitu- 
ation, and demand arrears *. 

Our preſent Enemies would throw a Blind 
before our eyes here, that we might not en- 
tertain any ſuſpicions of this ſort, The 
ſeem ſenſible, that a Pop:/h King and a Pro- 


teſtant People could not long ſubſiſt together. 


James 


m No one can be ſo weak as to believe, that the 
Church- lands will not be reſumed, who conſiders the 
behaviour of the Pope's Legate (Pole) on occaſion of 
reconciling the Exgliſb Nation to the Church of Rome, 


were to be repealed; but even then the Parliament 
would inſert ſome articles into the act of Repeal, which 
were ſo many reſtrictions on the papal authority. One 
of them was, that the alienation of the lands of the 
Church ſhould be authorized, and the poſſeſſors ſubject 
to no cenſures, or proſecutions on that account, The 
Legate, indeed, ratified thoſe articles, but it was, at 
the ſame time, with a denunciation of the June ments. of | 
God, on all thoſe who poſſeſſed the Church-lands. e 
ſee by this inſtance what we are to truſt to. This 
Church will never loſe any thing ſhe can lay her 


hands on, and which is neceſſary to maintain her 
Grandeur. > Pk | 


in Q. Mary's _— All Laws made againſt Popery 


Vid. Rapin, Vol, II. p. 40. 
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ames the ſecond owned his Religion, and 
oft his Crown. Our Enemies have there- 
fore ſo laid their ſcheme now as to prevent, 
if poſſible, another miſtake of the fame 
Nature. They give out, that their pretend- 
ed Regent is a Proteſtant, and that his 
Father will reſign all his Right, ſuch as it 
is, to Him, A Proteſtant, bred at Rome, 
nurſed by Fefurts, honoured by Cardinals, 
ſent on this errand with all the kind wiſhes 
and bleflings, and proper contributions of 
the Popr/h Church, arrived at this Ifland to 
the comfort and joy of all the Roman Catho- 
licks in it! Is this the Proteſtant we are to re- 
ceive? Who can believe it, or that his Fa- 
ther, if he has any religion, or affection, 
would ſuffer a Son to be bred in a ſtate of 
damnation, and under all the curſes of his 
own Church. Aſſeverations and promiſes 


will no doubt be liberally made on this Oc- 


caſion. We have once tried them, and found 
them falſe; we have once truſted to them 
almoſt to our Ruin: and to make another 
Experiment would not be fo much weak- 
neſs, as diſtraction. 5 
And what a mere Cataline rout has he 
ſet himſelf at the head of? Perſons, either 


deſperate in their fortunes, and involved in 


debts; or proſcribed by their Country, and 
who tremble at the forms of publick Juſ- 
tice. —— Perſons infamous for plunder, and 
avowed Papiſts for the moſt part. Are thoſe 
| : likely 


, 


and Security of his People. 41 
likely to bring us Haleyon- Days, or confu- 
ſion 136 bloodſhed ? 

Our Duty before us is as plain as our dan- 


ger. Our duty is to ARM and UNITE, 
— To your Tents, O Ijrael ] better 


that, than to Fetters, Dungeons, and Fiume; 


better die, than out-live the Liberties of 
our Country. * Our cauſe, our danger is the 
ſame, let us riſe up as one man to cruſh the 
growing miſchief. In ſo doing we may 


hope that God will be with us. And let 


me obſerve, we are not without ſome to- 
bens of his favour in this very danger, al- 
ready. We ſee the hand of God in the 
Teafonable arrival of our forces; in retarding 
foreign ſupplies; but above all in uniting 
us, of different tempers, and divided inte- 
reſts, into the ſame common meaſures for 
our ſafety, We ſee a Nation inſpired at 
once with an ardor for Liberty. It is the 
Lord's doing, and it foould be wwonder ful 7 in our 
Eyes. 


Such Unanimity, ſuch Zeal has not been 


known, ſince the Glorious Revolution. Let 
us ſtrengthen and cement it by the firmeſt 


o_ bands; 


VE. The noble Lord Ruſſel in his Speech on the Exclu- 
ſion Bill ſpoke, with fincerity and reſolution, what he 
12— made good by the ſacrifice of his valuable 

ife 
any ſuch change, as that, 7 ſhould not have liberty to 
live a Figfant, Jam reſolved to die ene. 


Ee EE EE 


If ever there ſhould happen in this Nation 
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bands; by our credit, our money, by our 


perſonal ſervices ; by reciprocal acts of affec- 
tion, and confidence. An Union, that 
rejoices all the friends of Liberty, and ftrikes 
our Enemies with terror, 

As, by the meaſures we are taking, we 
expreſs a laudable concern for our Country 
and Religion; ſo we teſtify our Loyalty to 
that excellent Prince on the throne, RING 


GEORGE ; whole intereſt and ours are 


inſeparable. We muſt ſtand or fall together. 
A Prince, who 1s a real Proteſtant, and 
a friend to our Liberty and Conſtitution. 
Who makes the laws the meaſures of his 
Government; is in his Perſonal Character 
Wiſe, Generous and Brave; poſſeſſed of thoſe 


martial and political Virtues, which equally 


fit him to direct in council; or command in 
the field. A Prince, who well deſerves our 
affection and eſteem for the many bleſlings 
we have enjoyed under his mild Admini- 


ration. 


This is his Birtb- Day, and we with him 
—— Autos et Felices to ſee many of 
thoſe auſpicious Days ; Him Great in Years, 
Wiſdom and Experience. We wiſh him | 
Long to live, the Defender of our Faith; and 
that we his People, as we haye done, may 
tit down under our vine, and under our 
fig-tree | in Peace, and taſte the happy fruity 
ot Trade and Liberty, 


« May 


and Security of bis People. 43 


te May that God, by whom Kings reign, 

* guard His Life and Throne; build him a ſure 
« Houſe of Patriot and Proteſtant Princes; 
be ſurround him with wiſe and faithful 

« Counſellors; give courage and conduct to 
* his Officers, valour and bravery to his 
x Forces by Sea and Land; and crown. 
te every year of his Life with new in- 
te ſtances of his Goodneſs and Favour.— 
te To God only wiſe be Honour and Glory 
e for ever and ever. AMEN.” 
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